FEBRUARY 11, 2009 - Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax, VA

Background: Wednesday evening meetings in Christian Science
churches include readings from the King James Version of The
Bible and passages from “Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures” by Mary Baker Eddy. Then, the congregation is invited
to participate and share accounts of healing and spiritual insights.
The meetings also include prayer and hymn singing from the
“Christian Science Hymnal.”

The Bible is central to Christian Science. “Science and Health with
Key to the Scriptures” is a companion to the Bible that explains the
scientific system of Christian healing. You can find out more about
Christian Science and spiritual healing at
http://www.christianscience.com, a website of The Christian
Science Publishing Society, in Boston, Massachusetts.

Readings Topic: Man is Inseparable from
God

The Bible

1. Gen 1:1, 26-28, 31 (to .)

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

26 9 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it
was very good.

2. Gen 2:6-8, 18, 21-23, 25

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole
face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.

8 9 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and
there he put the man whom he had formed.

18 9 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
alone; | will make him an help meet for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he
a woman, and brought her unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.

3. Gen 3:1-6, 8-13, 16 (to ;), 17, 23

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou?

10 And he said, | heard thy voice in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked; and | hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof | commanded thee that thou shouldest
not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with
me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and |
did eat.

16 Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and
thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children;

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which |
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life;

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

4. Rom 5:14 death, 17 if, 19 as

14 death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had
not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the
figure of him that was to come.

17 if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.

19 as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

5. Matt 2:1, 2

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem,
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2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have
seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

6. Luke 2:40
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

7. Matt 3:13, 16,17

13 § Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him.

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.

8. Matt 4:23

23 9 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.

9. Matt 18:11-14 the

11 the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.

12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?
13 And if so be that he find it, verily | say unto you, he rejoiceth
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not
astray.

14 Even so itis not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that
one of these little ones should perish.

10. John 10:23-30

23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.

24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How
long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us
plainly.

25 Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye believed not: the
works that | do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as | said
unto you.

27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me:
28 And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

30 I'and my Father are one.

11. John 5:25, 30

25 Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
that hear shall live.

30 | can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment is just; because | seek not mine own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent me.

12. John 8:29 he
29 he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone;
for | do always those things that please him.

13. John 17:1, 11 keep, 21, 24 that they may, 26

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also
may glorify thee:

11 keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me,
that they may be one, as we are.

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me.

24 that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

26 And | have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it:
that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and |
in them.

14. Rom 8:35, 37-39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us.

38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

15. Deut 32:9-12 the Lord's

9 the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance.

10 He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling
wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the
apple of his eye.

11 As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her
wings:

12 So the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god
with him.

16. Rom 8:15, 16

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God:

17. Eph 2:10 we are

10 we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them.

Page 2 of 4



“Man is Inseparable from God” FEBRUARY 11, 2009 - Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax, VA

Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures

1. 522:10
Existence, separate from divinity, Science
explains as impossible.

2. 476:4
In divine Science, God and the real man are
inseparable as divine Principle and idea.

3. 303:28
Spiritual man is the image or idea of
God, an idea which cannot be lost nor sep-

30 arated from its divine Principle. When the evidence
before the material senses yielded to spiritual sense, the
apostle declared that nothing could alienate him from

1 God, from the sweet sense and presence of Life and
Truth.

4, 520:7-10
The absolute ideal, man, is no more seen nor
comprehended by mortals, than is his infinite Principle,
9 Love. Principle and its idea, man, are coexistent and
eternal.

5. 554:4
There is no such thing
as mortality, nor are there properly any mortal beings,

6 because being is immortal, like Deity, — or, rather, being
and Deity are inseparable.

6. 336:30
30 Godisthe
parent Mind, and man is God's spiritual offspring.

7. 485:19-24
The belief that life can be in matter or soul in
body, and that man springs from dust or from an egg,
21 s the result of the mortal error which Christ, or Truth,
destroys by fulfilling the spiritual law of being, in which
man is perfect, even as the "Father which is in heaven
24 s perfect."

8. 214:9-10
9 Adam, represented in the Scriptures as formed from
dust, is an object-lesson for the human mind.

9. 338:12-15 The, 21-25, 27

12 The word Adam is from the Hebrew adamah,
signifying the red color of the ground, dust, nothingness.
Divide the name Adam into two syllables,

15 and it reads, a dam, or obstruction.

Here a dam is not a mere play upon

words; it stands for obstruction, error, even the sup-

posed separation of man from God, and the obstacle
24 which the serpent, sin, would impose between man and

his creator.
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Jehovah declared the ground was accursed; and
from this ground, or matter, sprang Adam, notwith-
standing God had blessed the earth "for man's sake."
From this it follows that Adam was not the ideal man
for whom the earth was blessed. The ideal man was
revealed in due time, and was known as Christ Jesus.

482:19-22

Jesus was the highest human

concept of the perfect man. He was inseparable from
Christ, the Messiah, — the divine idea of God outside
the flesh.

333:26

The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and

ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God.
Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus:
"Before Abraham was, | am;" "l and my Father are
one;" "My Father is greater than ." The one Spirit
includes all identities.

. 267:35 (to 1st.)

The offspring of God start not from matter
or ephemeral dust. They are in and of Spirit, of God
divine Mind, and so forever continue.

. 520:30

Spirit acts through the Science of Mind,

never causing man to till the ground, but making him
superior to the soil. Knowledge of this lifts man above
the sod, above earth and its environments, to conscious
spiritual harmony and eternal being.

521:12

The harmony and immortality of man are intact. We
should look away from the opposite supposition that man
is created materially, and turn our gaze to the spiritual
record of creation, to that which should be engraved on
the understanding and heart "with the point of a diamond"
and the pen of an angel.

14:25-28

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of mate-
rial living, is the Life divine, revealing spiritual under-
standing and the consciousness of man's dominion
over the whole earth.

91:5-7

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated
from God, and obey only the divine Principle, Life and
Love.

. 202:3

The scientific unity which exists between God and man
must be wrought out in life-practice, and God's will must
be universally done.
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Hymns
Hymn 14
Mary I. Mesechre

POTSDAM
Arr. from J. S. Bach

Arise, arise and shine,

On thee hath dawned the day;
God is thy sun, and Christ thy light,
Be thou a steadfast ray.

Sing praise, O waking heart,

For all thy God hath wrought;

For Truth's clear light on thee hath shone,
And purified thy thought.

No more shall sin and wrong
Obscure the light divine,

For God hath given thee His Son,
And lo, all things are thine.

Arise, arise and shine,

Uplift thee from the sod,

And let thy living light show forth
Man's unity with God.
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Hymn 149
Susan F. Campbell

ST. BARNABAS
Percy C. Buck
*Music by permission of Percy C. Buck

In Love divine all earth-born fear and sorrow
Fade as the dark when dawn pours forth her light;
And understanding prayer is fully answered,
When trustingly we turn to God aright.

And as on wings of faith we soar and worship,
Held by God's love above the shadows dim,
Hushed in the grandeur of a heart's awakening,
Unfolds a joy unknown till found in Him.

Then in this radiant light of adoration,

We know that man beloved is in God's care,
Not wrapt in fear nor bowed with tired labor,
But satisfied, complete, divinely fair.

Hymn 406
Margaret Glenn Matters

ST. MARGARET
A. L. Peace

O Love, our Mother, ever near,

To Thee we turn from doubt and fear!
In perfect peace our thoughts abide;
Our hearts now in this truth confide:
Man is the child of God.

O Light, in Thy light we can see
That man is ever one with Thee.
In love our lives Thou dost enfold,
And now our waiting hopes behold
That man is God's own child.

O joy that ever will remain,

Midst seeming sorrow, hate, and pain,
Our hearts to fill with this glad song
That soars above the mists of wrong:
Man is the loved of Love.



