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Background:  Wednesday evening meetings in Christian Science 
churches include readings from the King James Version of The 
Bible and passages from “Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures” by Mary Baker Eddy. Then, the congregation is invited 
to participate and share accounts of healing and spiritual insights. 
The meetings also include prayer and hymn singing from the 
“Christian Science Hymnal.” 
 
The Bible is central to Christian Science. “Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures” is a companion to the Bible that explains the 
scientific system of Christian healing. You can find out more about 
Christian Science and spiritual healing at 
http://www.christianscience.com, a website of The Christian 
Science Publishing Society, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
Readings Topic:  A Church of Healers 
 
The Bible 
 
1.  Jer 8:22 
22  Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why 
then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered? 
 
2.  Mark 1:1, 14-15 Jesus, 22, 28, 32, 34 (to ;) 
1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 
14  Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
of God, 
15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
22  And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them 
as one that had authority, and not as the scribes. 
28  And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the 
region round about Galilee. 
32  And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all 
that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. 
34  And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and 
cast out many devils; 
 
3.  Matt 10:1, 5-8 
1  And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave 
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 
5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, 
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not: 
6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 
8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give. 
 
4.  Matt 11:1 
1  And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and 
to preach in their cities. 

5.  Matt 12:10-13, 22 
10  ¶ And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered.  
And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath 
days? that they might accuse him. 
11  And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, 
that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath 
day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 
12  How much then is a man better than a sheep?  Wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the sabbath days. 
13  Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand.  And he 
stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other. 
22  ¶ Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, 
blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and 
dumb both spake and saw. 
 
6.  Luke 10:1, 2 
1  After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, 
whither he himself would come. 
2  Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his harvest. 
 
7.  Luke 6:47, 48 
47  Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth 
them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 
48  He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and 
laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the 
stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: 
for it was founded upon a rock. 
 
8.  Luke 7:1-17 
1  Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the 
people, he entered into Capernaum. 
2  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was 
sick, and ready to die. 
3  And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the 
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. 
4  And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, 
saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this: 
5  For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 
6  Then Jesus went with them.  And when he was now not far from 
the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, 
trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter 
under my roof: 
7  Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: 
but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 
8  For I also am a man set under authority, having under me 
soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
9  When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and 
turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
10  And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the 
servant whole that had been sick. 
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11  ¶ And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city 
called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much 
people. 
12  Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there 
was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. 
13  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and 
said unto her, Weep not. 
14  And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him 
stood still.  And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
15  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.  And he 
delivered him to his mother. 
16  And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, 
That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath 
visited his people. 
17  And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and 
throughout all the region round about. 
 
9.  Amos 9:10 The evil 
10  The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. 
 
10.  Josh 1:9 Be 
9  Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 
 
11.  Eph 2:10 
10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them. 
 
12.  Rev 1:1, 2 
1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 
2  Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 
 
13.  Rev 21:2-4, 9-11 (to :) 
2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. 
4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 
9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the 
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, 
saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, 
11  Having the glory of God: 
 

14.  Rev 22:1, 2 
1  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
2  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and 
yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations. 
 
15.  Heb 3:1, 12, 14 
1  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus; 
12  Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
14  For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence stedfast unto the end; 
 
16.  Heb 10:36, 39 we 
36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise. 
39  we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul. 
 
17.  Heb 4:16 
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
18.  II Cor 9:8 
8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work: 
 
 

Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures 
 
1.  146:2 (only) 
 The ancient Christians were healers. 
 
2.  136:1-5 
 1     Jesus established his church and maintained his mission 
   on a spiritual foundation of Christ-healing. He taught 
 3 his followers that his religion had a divine 
   Principle, which would cast out error and heal 
   both the sick and the sinning.  
 
3.  41:14-18 
       The proofs of Truth, Life, and Love, which Jesus gave 
15 by casting out error and healing the sick, completed his 
   earthly mission; but in the Christian Church 
   this demonstration of healing was early lost, 
18 about three centuries after the crucifixion.  
 
4.  146:2-5 Why 
 Why 
 3 has this element of Christianity been lost? 
   Because our systems of religion are governed  
   more or less by our systems of medicine. 
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5.  147:32 
 Jesus never spoke of disease as dangerous or as difficult 
 1 to heal. When his students brought to him a case they 
   had failed to heal, he said to them, "O faithless gen- 
 3 eration," implying that the requisite power 
   to heal was in Mind. He prescribed no drugs,  
   urged no obedience to material laws, but acted in direct 
 6 disobedience to them. 
 
6.  147:24-29 
24     Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian heal- 
   ing, and taught the generalities of its divine Principle to 
   his students; but he left no definite rule for 
27 demonstrating this Principle of healing and 
   preventing disease. This rule remained to be discovered 
   in Christian Science. 
 
7.  147:6 
6     Late in the nineteenth century I demonstrated the divine 
   rules of Christian Science. They were submitted to the 
   broadest practical test, and everywhere, when honestly ap- 
 9 plied under circumstances where demonstration was hu- 
   manly possible, this Science showed that Truth had lost 
   none of its divine and healing efficacy, even though cen- 
12 turies had passed away since Jesus practised these rules 
   on the hills of Judaea and in the valleys of Galilee. 
 
8.  87:25 (to 2nd .) 
 The true concept is never lost. 
 
9.  583:12-19 
12 CHURCH.  The structure of Truth and Love; what- 
   ever rests upon and proceeds from divine Principle.  
       The Church is that institution, which affords proof of 
15 its utility and is found elevating the race, rousing the 
   dormant understanding from material beliefs to the ap- 
   prehension of spiritual ideas and the demonstration of 
18 divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or error, and 
   healing the sick. 
 
10.  35:19-25 Our church 
 Our 
   church is built on the divine Principle, Love. We can 
21 unite with this church only as we are new- 
   born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which  
   is Truth and the Truth which is Life by bringing forth 
24 the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the 
   sick.  
 
11.  162:16 
 Working 
   out the rules of Science in practice, the author has re- 
18 stored health in cases of both acute and chronic disease in 
   their severest forms. Secretions have been changed, the 
   structure has been renewed, shortened limbs have been 
21 elongated, ankylosed joints have been made supple, and 
   carious bones have been restored to healthy conditions. I 
   have restored what is called the lost substance of lungs, and 

24 healthy organizations have been established where disease 
   was organic. Christian Science heals organic disease as 
   surely as it heals what is called functional, for it requires 
27 only a fuller understanding of the divine Principle of 
   Christian Science to demonstrate the higher rule. 
 
12.  110:25-29 
 Jesus demonstrated the power of Christian Science to 
   heal mortal minds and bodies. But this power was lost 
27 sight of, and must again be spiritually dis-  
   cerned, taught, and demonstrated according  
   to Christ's command, with "signs following." 
 
13.  328:20-1 
 Under- 
21 standing spiritual law and knowing that there is no mate- 
   rial law, Jesus said: "These signs shall follow them that 
   believe, . . . they shall take up serpents, and if they 
24 drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. They 
   shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." It 
   were well had Christendom believed and obeyed this 
27 sacred saying.  
       Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only 
   to his immediate disciples, the Scriptural passage would 
30 read you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work 
   extends through time and includes universal humanity.  
   Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the pale of a 
 1 single period or of a limited following. 
 
14.  149:31 
 To-day there 
   is hardly a city, village, or hamlet, in which are not to 
 1 be found living witnesses and monuments to the virtue 
   and power of Truth, as applied through this Christian 
 3 system of healing disease. 
 
15.  283:27 
 We must receive the divine Principle in the under- 
   standing, and live it in daily life; and unless we so do, we 
   can no more demonstrate Science, than we can teach and 
30 illustrate geometry by calling a curve a straight line or a 
   straight line a sphere. 
 
16.  149:11 
 The rule and its perfection of opera- 
12 tion never vary in Science. If you fail to succeed in any 
   case, it is because you have not demonstrated the life of 
   Christ, Truth, more in your own life, — because you have 
15 not obeyed the rule and proved the Principle of divine 
   Science. 
 
17.  412:13 
 The power of Christian Science and  
   divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to un- 
15 clasp the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death. 
 



“A Church of Healers” JANUARY 28, 2009 – Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax, VA 

Page 4 of 4 

18.  406:1-2, 4-6 
1     The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. "The 
   leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."  
 
 The tree is typical of man's divine 
   Principle, which is equal to every emergency, offering 
 6 full salvation from sin, sickness, and death. 
 
19.  208:20 
 Let us learn 
21 of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of 
   Spirit, the kingdom of heaven, — the reign and rule of 
   universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain 
24 forever unseen. 
 
20.  448:26-28 
       If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Chris- 
27 tian Science and ventures not to break its rules, he can- 
   not fail of success in healing.  
 
21.  368:14 
 When we 
15 come to have more faith in the truth of being than we have 
   in error, more faith in Spirit than in matter, more faith 
   in living than in dying, more faith in God than in man, 
18 then no material suppositions can prevent us from healing 
   the sick and destroying error. 
 
Hymns 

 
Hymn 5 
 
Irving C. Tomlinson 
 
FOREST GREEN 
  English Traditional Melody 
Arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
  By permission of the Oxford University Press 
  
 
A voice from heaven we have heard, 
The call to rise from earth; 
Put armor on, the sword now gird, 
And for the fight go forth. 
The foe in ambush claims our prize, 
Then heed high heaven's call. 
Obey the voice of Truth, arise, 
And let not fear enthrall. 
 
The cause requires unswerving might: 
With God alone agree. 
Then have no other aim than right; 
End bondage, O be free. 
Depart from sin, awake to love: 
Your mission is to heal. 
Then all of Truth you must approve, 
And only know the real. 

Hymn 96 
 
John Greenleaf Whittier* 
 
SOLL'S SEIN 
  From "Drei schoene neue geistliche Lieder," 1637 
 
 
He stood of old, the holy Christ, 
Amid the suffering throng, 
With whom his lightest touch sufficed 
To make the weakest strong. 
That healing gift God gives to them 
Who use it in His name; 
The power that filled the garment's hem 
Is evermore the same. 
 
So shalt thou be with power endued 
Like him who went about 
The Syrian hillsides doing good 
And casting demons out. 
The Great Physician liveth yet 
Thy friend and guide to be; 
The Healer by Gennesaret 
Shall walk the rounds with thee. 
 
 
Hymn 168 
 
10th Century 
Richard Mant, Tr. 
 
VON HIMMEL HOCH 
  Geistliche Lieder, Leipzig, 1539 
Adapted 
 
 
Let all the earth with songs rejoice; 
Let heaven return the joyful voice; 
All mindful of our God's great name, 
Let every man His praise proclaim. 
 
Ye servants who once bore the light 
Of Gospel truth o'er darkest night, 
Still may our work that light impart, 
To glad the eyes and cheer the heart. 
 
O God, by whom to them was given 
The key that shuts and opens heaven, 
Our chains unbind, our loss repair, 
Reveal Thy power through answered prayer. 
 
For at Thy will they preached the Word 
Which cured disease, which health conferred: 
And now, that healing power once more 
Our peace and health to us restore. 


